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The best approach to Emerson's integration of In-
dia is through his Journals.   A careful scrutiny of his
entries throughout more than 20 years will enable us to
follow the development of Emerson's thought with re-
gard to India.   These Journals* are in many respects more
revealing than his poems dealing with India, because they
consist of day to day entries, essentially personal in cha-
racter.   The first time India is mentioned occurs in 1842
when Emerson was already 39 years old.  There are two
entries, one in December 1842 and the next early in
1843, both of them dealing with Buddhism.   The effect
Buddhism had on Emerson at the beginning was indeed
of an ambivalent nature.   He, in all probability, recog-
nized the greatness of Buddhistic doctrines, but he was
afraid of their application in the daily life of men.   He
perhaps saw in it an easy way of escape for the Philis-
tine and, on the other hand, the very conception of
nothingness, the Nirvana, filled him with terror; for he
visualized the Nirvana as an abyss of infinite dimensions,
a sterile darkness, into which we are all going to fall
sooner or later:   The trick of every man's conversation
we soon learn.   In one., this remorseless Buddhism lies
all around, threatening with death and night. We make
a little fire in our cabin, but we <lare not go abroad one
furlong into the murderous cold.   Every thought, every
enterprise, every sentiment, has its ruin in this horrid
Infinite which circles us and awaits our dropping into it.
If killing all Buddhists would do the least-good, we
would have a slaughter of the Innocents direcdy.. /And,